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Kevin Speaks | think I'm 120 miles awa
and saw some pretty darn good detail.
Shuttle Lunch from St Petersburg, FL
overlooking Tampa Bay

This capture is from the other side of th
state!

Note by editor: There seems to be a bigh
object to the right of the Shuttle that |
cannot identify. Kevin was looking to the
NNE when he took this photo.

See more of Kevin's photos inside
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Events during April 2010

More photos of the Space Shuttle liftoff by Kevin Beaks

From the looks of the photos taken by Kevin andi@ihthink | would like to have been
there just to see the light show.

These are some beautiful
shots guys.
[cT

This must be right at liftoff.




Shuttle Launch of April 5
By Ronnie Sherrill

On April 5" | had another chance of
seeing a shuttle launch. | had seen
launches prior to this one, a daytime
launch and a night time launch. Now,
on this morning | have a chance of
seeing one that will be both rolled intg
one. It's 2:30 A.M. and we have a 2
1/2 hour drive ahead of us. Linda,
Josh, Cory and | are in Bradenton Fla
on vacation.

By chance NASA has moved the
launch date from March Z&o April
5™ I'm not sure why they changed it
but now it falls within the dates that
we are here. So we are all in the car
and starting our long drive across Fla. I've stddiee maps so that | will know the roads
to take so we can make good time. | want to gettabout 30 minutes before launch.
Launch time is 6:21 A.M. The first hour went welltvtraffic moving along at a pretty
good pace. Now its decision time, do | take thieré@d or do | keep driving on to
highway 50. I'm not sure if | can get off of highyvd that I'm on and get to 50. Well, |
took the toll road. That was a big mistake. It ha&s dawned on me that I'm not the only
person going to see this launch. There are moreremd cars starting to bunch up with
us and at the first toll booth we’re bumper to bemp can’t even see the toll booth.

Well, that took us about 17 minutes to gebtigh the first toll and | think we have 3
more to go through. It was the same
thing at the next two tolls. | see a sign
ahead that says highway 50 at the next
exit. Maybe my luck is going to
change. We take the exit and | see a
sign that says we are 17 miles from
Titusville. That’'s where we’re going to
watch the launch from. Linda and the
boys haven’t seen a launch before. So |
wake them up. We make our way
slowly down highway 50 and finale
get to Titusville. We get to the Clrion
Motel that’s on the water front. We
pay the parking fee to park in their
parking lot. We can see the launch pad
on the other side of the water about 6
miles away. It's only 15 minutes till launch. | gay tripod set up with my video camera
and give Linda the binoculars, so she can lookataunch pad which is lit up by search
lights. | suddenly hear a guy beside of us say ifutes “. Now my heart begins to race.




Then “1 minute “comes from the mouth
of the same guy. It looks like the launch
is going to go without any problems.
Then we see the launch pad light up and
night becomes day as the shuttle rises
into the night sky. As | said earlier this
launch will give us day and night. You
see, the Sun is just below the horizon
and as the shuttle climbs higher, it will
be lit by the sun’s rays.

The rumble of the rocket boosters can
be heard now as the sound waves have
traveled across the water. There’s no
other sound like it. You can feel it down in youwest. The shuttle has now gotten high
enough that it is in full sun light. It's a beautiite. The boosters came off just short of
two minutes into the launch and then something dagphat no one had seen before. As
the shuttle continued to arc around the
earth, the exhaust of the shuttle was
illuminated by sun light and it looked like
a comet traveling through the sky. What
sight! With the launch over it was time to
travel back to our motel room back in
Bradenton. As we were bumper to bump
again, we had time to look up at the smo
trail that was left by the rocket boosters.
The colors are something to behold. _

There were reds and blues, orange a
white. Quite a sight!! There are 3 more
launches before the program comes to an end. Bettke plans if you what to see one.




Scope Clinic
By Charles Tilley 15 April 2010

On April 15" 2010 eight (8) members of the Piedmont Amateurokstimers held the

first of two Scope Clinic events for 2010. Duehe location this would not go down as
our best event but if we only enlightened one pemowhat to look for when purchasing
a telescope then we succeeded.

Several telescopes were set up inside to show tehabk for and what NOT to buy such
as the small .965 eyepieces especially if theyrade of plastic. Several low end
mounts were also on display as well as other pamksok out for.

Handouts and parts of the tool kits from Night Slgtwork were set out as well as
magazines from Orion Telescopes. Orion’s have eeat for sending us magazines to
use at these events.




Mercury is spotted

Our next Scope Clinic event
will be held in November.
Hopefully we will reach some
who are looking to purchase
telescopes for Christmas. How
many potential astronomers has
this hobby lost due to cheap
telescopes? All the telescopes
we use at our events to show
whatNOT to purchase were
given to us by people who
bought cheap department
telescopes and no longer want
them.

Stan and Marie’s Neighborhood Star Gaze
By Charles Tilley 16 April 2010

Friday evening (May 1® Club members met at the home of Stan and MakeaGor a
scheduled neighborhood star gaze. We have hedd thefore and always had a great

time as we did this time.
Ronnie Sherrill, Chuck Dessert,




Jesse’s telescope

gets a good
workout

This time we had much better weather. The Moonav#itie less than three days old
with lots of detail to please everyone. A cloudlbaetting just below the Moon
prevented us from locating Venus and Mercury bitii®avas high enough to offer some
great views along with several of its moons.

Ronnie pulled out M81 and M82 in Ursa Major whilkedd the Orion Nebula in my 10”
SCT.

There were enough objects to keep everyone hapgywancalled it quits around 9:30
PM.



Arbor Day 2010
By Charles Tilley 17 April 2010

Today PAA members met at Lakewood Park ineStalle to celebrate Arbor Day.
Well we sure did do that by showing in the neighioad of 400 plus people the Sun and
this is not an inflated number. From 12:30 un& packed up at 4:00 PM, the solar
telescope had lines of people waiting to view tha.SThat will work one solar telescope
to death. | have not attended such a wonderfultamea long time.

Marie had over 300 cookies and they wereabbded up. | still think Marie, Stan and
Chuck had the hard job as they manned the tabletiwdt handouts. We passed out more
handouts at this event then at any event evenkthi
It was one of those events that wore you out butfgel good after it is over. Thanks to
Chuck Dessert, Ronnie Sherrill, Stan and Marie &i&esse Jackson, and Charles Tilley
for making this event one of our best.

| am too tired to make a full report so youi yust have to wait and read about it in
the newsletter.

One last note is we were talking about Astronomy B@ming up next Saturday (8¢
We are scheduled to be at the Public Library fré®Q PM until 3:00 PM and then
move to Allison’s Woods around 7:30 PM for the lpatt of Astronomy Day.

We were talking about maybe moving the AllisoWoods part of this event to the
Staples Parking lot like we did last year. Thisyad to be a great area even though
Staples closes at 8:00 PM we stayed well pastithat

I will contact Staples Monday and make sure hOK and send out an e-mail to let
everyone know.

Also, it would have been a great help today if vad more members to help relieve other
members from time to time. Another solar telesdegste light or H-Alpha) would
have helped greatly. /cT







| would rate this as our
best Arbor Day event so
far.
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East Forsyth Star Gaze
By Jesse Jackson 19 April 2010

Monday the 19 of April Charles Tilley, Ronnie Sherrill and Jeskekson traveled to
East Forsyth High School. The original gaze scleztiin November was clouded out.
We met at the rest stop on 140 and caravannecketedhool.

We were met by Dr. Mansfield, the science lteac High clouds began to roll in, but
we were able to see the moon, Venus, Mars, SahdrSaius. By 9:30pm the sky was
clouding except for the moon so we decided to pgck

Dr. Mansfield was disappointed that only Hal 23 students, 2 teachers and a few
parents were in attendance. Though the turn owg lea, this was absolutely a
successful viewing. Anytime we can look at thevees with a group of young people
who are interested and ask some very sharp qusstierknow it was time well spent.
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The following information was submitted by club nsnJesse Jackson

There are 88 keys in a piano and there are 88 @tai&ins in the sky. The 88 piano keys
make music. The 88 constellations make a zoo ceatpof:
a) linsect
b) 1 crustacean
c) 1angry arachnid
d) 5 fishes (with a pair among them)
e) 5reptiles
f) 9 birds
g) 3women
h) 12 men (with a set of twins among them)
i) 5 canines (including a hunting duo)
J) 14 other mammals
k) 5 mythical, magical creatures
[) 30 inanimate objects that includes;
1) 3 boat parts
2) 10 scientific instruments
3) 1 musical instrument
4) 2 crowns
5) 1 flat topped mountain
6) 1 somebody’s hair and finally
7) 1river

This information taken from:
Universe: Down to Earth
By: Neil deGrass Tyson
Page 187

Southern Star will be held on May 14, 15", and 18".
For all the lucky ones who signed up to attend Diaa
and | will see you there around noon on the 14
Dinner is at 6:00 PM or 6:30 PM.
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Club Information

Thanks to all who contributed material What's Up for 2010
this month.

When submitting articles/photos pleas
include the source. For photos please
give specs such as camera, speed, f#,
lens, conditions and place.

Club Events for May10

Send newsletter
articles/correspondence/photos to:

No events have been scheduled so far b
this will change after tonight’s meeting.
An e-mail will be sent out to all members
on upcoming events after the meeting.

Charles Tilley (editor)
ctvideo@yadtel.net

PH: (704) 546-2686

Programs for 2010
| have no program listing for tonight’s
meeting— | have just received a box of
handouts from Night Sky Network so if
no one has a program we can discuss
how to best use these handouts at our
astronomy events.
In these handouts is a great movie on t
Sun.

If you have an interest in astronomy please feel ée
to stop by and check us out.
You just may want to join.
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